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SHAFTESBURY  BOROUC-H  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
Telephone:  Shaftesbury  2258 

Telephone  numb or  of  the 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
Sturmlnster  Newton  72651 
(STD  Code:  0258) 


BliEKE  HOUSE 
BLEKE  STREET 
SHAFTESBURY 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Chairman:  Miss  H.M.  Llewelyn  Jones 
Vice-Chairman:  Dr  G. W.  Ta,pper 

Councillor  Miss  M.L.B,  Young,  O.B.E. 

Alderman  E.F.  Macdonald 

Alderman  J.T.  Woodman 

Councillor  G-.F.  Anstee 

Councillor  D.  Jeffery 

Councillor  L.  Filliams 


STAFF  -  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
(joint  appointment) 

Clerk 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
and  SURVEYOR 


-  Esther  Jackson,  M.B.  Ch.B. ,M.F.C.M. , 

D.P.H. 

-  Mrs.  A.  Smith 


-  H.C.  Fatkin,  M.R.S.H. ,MA.P.H.I. , 
Certificate  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 


ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR 

(Seconded  from  Shaftesbury 
R. D.C.,  Half-time) 

Clerical  Staff 


-  R.A.  Leach,  M.A.P.H.I. ,M.I.M. , 

Certificate  of  Moat  and  other  Foods. 


-  None  of  the  office  staff  is  employed 
exclusively  on  public  health  duties. 
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SHAFTESBURE  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1972 

GENERAL^  STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres 

1 

,078 

Registrar  General's  Estimated  Mid-Year  Population 

A,  010 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTHS  registered 

Male  Female 

Total 

Live  Births  Total 

23 

22 

50 

Legitimate 

26 

21 

A7 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Still  Births  Total 

Nil 

Male  Female 

Total 

DEATHS  registered 

Total 

22 

18 

A0 

Maternal  deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

1  year  of  age:  Total 

1 

0 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Under  A  weeks  of  age  -  Total 

1 

0 

1 

Under  1  week  of  age  -  Total 

1 

0 

1 

The  succeeding  table  of  figures  shews  the  birth  rates,  etc. 

.for  the 

Borough  and  the  rates  for  England  and  "dales  for  comparison. 

Shaftesbury 

England  and 

Borough 

ITales 

■  1972 

1972, . 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

12.5 

1A.8 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.21 

1.0 

Local  adjusted  rate 

15.1 

1A.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  %  of  all 

live  births 

6 

9 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births 

Nil 

12 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  20 

17 

I.LI.R.  of  legitimate  infants 

21 

17 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (Deaths  under 

A  weeks  per  1,000  live  born) 

20  . 

12 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  (Deaths 

■under  1  week  per  1,000  live  bom) 

20 

10 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births 

and  deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 

total  live  and  still  births) 

20 

22 

Deaths  per  1,000  population 

10.0 

12.1 

Area  comparability  factor 

0.8 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  death  rate 

8.0 

12.1 

In  calculating  Birth  and  Death  Rates  area  comparability  factors 
are  issued  by  the  Registrar  General  to  "correct"  marked  variations  from 
average  in  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  local  population  and  to  take 
into  account  any  unusually  high  or  low  mortality  due  to  the  presence  of 
residential  institutions,  etc.  The  local  crude  rate  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  produces  a  rate  comparable  with  rates  in  other 
parts  of  the  country. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR 


1972 


Male  Female  Total 


Malignant  neoplasm 

Lung  and  bronchus  . . 

Breast  ........................ 

Uterus . . . 

Prostate . . . 

Stomach  &  Intestines  . 

Leukaemia  . . . . 

Other  sites  . 

Diabetes  mellitus  . ^ . 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc. 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  . . . . 

Cerebrovascular  disease  . 

Other  heart  &  arculatory  system 

diseases  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Congenital  anomalies  &  other  causes 

of  perinatal  mortality  . 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

All  other  accidents  . . 


2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

— 

2 

2 

0 

— 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

12 

4 

16 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

22 

18 

40 

REORGANISATION  OF  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 


In  the  middle  of  last  century  the  country's  first  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  was  appointed.  Since  that  time  public  health  measures  and 
technological  advances  have  reduced  the  death  rate  among  infants  and 
young  people  and  medical  skills  have  enabled  people  to  live  longer  and 
the  population  of  our  country  has  multiplied  exceedingly.  As  a  result,  it 
has  become  necessary  to  change  the  present  system  of  Local  Government. 
Districts  with  small  populations  are  to  be  amalgamated  with  neighbouring 
areas  for  local  government  purposes.  Further  changes  are  also  planned  in 
the  division  of  responsibility  for  such  things  as  refuse  collection  and 
disposal,  sewerage  and  water  supplies. 

Your  public  health  inspector  has  been  carrying  out  during  the  year 
all  his  usual  duties  which  protect  the  public  health,  but  he  has  also  been 
giving  his  time  to  meet  with  colleagues'  from  areas  with  which  Shaftesbury 
will  be  joined  in  order  to  formulate  forward  plans  for  the  new  District 
which  takes  over  on  1st  April  1974* 


The  National  Health  Service  is  also  due  to  be  reorganised  on  1st 
April  1974.  Since  the  present  N.H.S.  was  devised  in  the  nineteen  forties 
there  has  been  a  dramatic  change  in  the  death  rate  from  infectious  diseases 
and  in  the  survival  rate  of  severely  handicapped  infants  and  so  in  the  life 
expectation  of  the  average  man  and  woman  and  in  the  pattern  of  illness  and 
patients  requiring  care.  This  means  that  the  health  care  needs  of  the 
country  have  changed  and  the  Reorganisation  is  being  designed  to  suit  the 
changed  needs.  Since  the  1947  National  Health  Service  Act,  health  care  has 
been  a.dministered  through  three  different  services,  namely  family  doctors, 
Local  Authority  health  staff  and  hospitals.  The  three  services  were  financed 
from  separate  budgets  and  had  different  organisational  structures.  Among 
the  changes  in  health  care  organisation  will  be  the  removal  from  Local 
Authorities  of  their  health  staff  and  the  end  of  the  statutory  appointment 
of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  REMARKS  -  Unfortunately  the  Public  Health  Inspector  was  unable  to 

provide  the  statistics  for  his  part  of  the  report  until 
mid-March  19745  very  shortly  before  the  Reorganisation  of  Local  Government. 
At  this  late  date  it  is  pointless  to  reproduce  the  remainder  of  the 
information  which  formed  my  repoi*t  for  the  year  1972. 


26  March  1974- 
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ESTHER  JACKSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 
PRINCIPAL  INDUSTRIES.  AND  TRADES.  0 F_ THE__  DISTRICT 

\ 

This  is  a  market  town,  with  a  small,  developing  industrial  estate. 
LATER  SUPPLY 


The  relevant  Authority  is  the  West  Wilts.  Water  Board. 


During  the  year,  112  samples  were  taken  by  the  Board. 


Private 


There  is  one  well,  serving  one  house. 
DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


After  over  20  years  of  discussion  and  negotiations,  work 
commenced  in  December  on  the  construction  of  the  town’s  sewage  treat¬ 
ment  works,  together  with  the  provision  of  sewers  in  the  Enmore  G-reen 
and  Longcross  areas. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING- 

Negotiations  commenced  with  the  Shaftesbury  Rural  District 
Council  for  the  use  of  one  of  their  vehicles  for  collection.  After 
a  preliminary  survey,  it  was  agreed  that,  at  approximately  30  properties 
where  access  would  be  difficult  for  the  larger  vehicle,  plastic  sacks 
would  be  provided  for  the  householders. 


Salvage _jcheme :  There  is  no  salvage  scheme  in  operation  in  the 
Borough. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,^  19.63 


No.  of  inspectors  appointed  under  the  Act . .  2 

Estimated  No.  of  Premises  subject  to  registration  ....  80 

No.  of  Premises  registered .  77 

No.  of  Premises  Inspected . . .  55 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out  . .  6l 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors)  - 


Premis  es 

(1) 

No.  on 
Register 

(2) 

(i) Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4  &  6  are  to  be 

enforced  by 'Local  Authorities 
(ii)Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  is 

NIL 

enforced  by  Local  Authority 
(iii)Other  Premises  in  which 

30 

Section  "7  is  enforced  by  the ' 
Local  Authority  (excluding 

^~NIL 

out-workers’  premises)....... 

TOTAL: 

30 

No.  of  No.  of 
Inspec-  Written 
tions.  Notices 


No.  of 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


7  NIL 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  - 
'  ~  ^Particulars .  No. Found  No. Remedied 

(1)  (2)  (3) 


Sanitary  Conveniences  TsTT) 

(b)Unsuitable  or  defective  1  1 


No. Ref erred  No. of 

To  HMI.  By  HMI.  cases  in 
(4)  (5)  which 

- - — —prosecutions 

instituted 
1  NIL 


■  *A7 


FACTORIES  ACT  (contd. )  -  PART  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outworkers  -  39  OUTITORKERS  were  employed  in  the  making,  cleaning  and 
washing, etc. ,  of  wearing  apparel. 

THE  CLEM  AIR  ACT,  I93o 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 

RADIOACTIVE  SUBSTANCES  ACT 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  registered  under  the  Act. 
SLIMMING  BATHS 

There  is  one  Counci 1 -owned  swimming  bath,  to  which  the  public 
have  access.  Regular  checks  of  water  purity  are  carried  out  by  the 
Council  staff. 


THE  CONTROL  OF  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


There  are  no  licensed  sites  in  the  Borough. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


There  are  three  public  conveniences  in  the  Borough.  One,  'under 
the  Town  Hall,  has  cold  water  and  paper  towels  one,  at  the  Coppice 
Street  Car  Park,  has  cold  water,  and  warm  air  dryer;  the  other,  at  the 
Recreation  Ground,  Bleke  Street,  had  new  facilities  provided  during  the 
year.  There  is  cold  water  only  at  this  latter  convenience,  but  action 
is  being  taken  to  provide  hot  water. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  joint  scheme  is  operating  satisfactorily. 


PET  ANIMAL S  ACT,  1931. 

No.  of  licensed  premises  . .  •  2 

No.  of  inspections  made . . .  2 


SANITATION  OF  SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SCHOOL  CUT  TEEN  HYGIENE) 


Three  School  canteens  were  inspected  and  all  were  found  satisfactory 
HOUSING 


Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district 


Inspe c ti on_o f 


1467 


Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  the  year  - 


No.  of  inspections  ma.de  .  11 

No.  of  informal  notices  served . . . .  1 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with . .  1 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served .  Nil 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ..........  Nil 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  lG  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1938  . . . . .  4 


Action  taken  by  the  local  authority  in  respect  of  such  houses  - 

Demolition  Orders  made  .  Nil 

Undertakings  e.ccepted  for:- 

(a)  Closure  . .  Nil 

(b)  Reconditioning . .  4 

(c)  Other  action  ...........  Nil 


No.  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  during  the  year  . . .  Nil 
I mp r ovement  Grants 


No.  of  applications  received  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Standard  (b)  Pis  ore tionary 


CJ 


No.  granted 
No.  pending 


5 


11 

Nil 


10 

3 


HOUSING-  -  continued 


New  Houses 


No.  of  new  dwellings  provided  by  private 

enterprise  during  the  year . . .  48 

No.  of  new  dwellings  provided  by  the  Local 

Authority  during  the  year . .  Nil 


Rehousing 


Total  No.  of  families  housed  during  the  year  by 
the  Local  Authority .  10 

Hou sing_  Applicati  ons 

No.  of  persons  who  are  applicants  for  a  Council  House  at 


the  end  of  the  year:- 

(a)  resident  within  the  district .  1^3 

(b)  resident  without  the  district  .  38 


INS  PI  CTION  AND  SUPERVISjON  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
1.  Milk 

Milk.&  Dairies  (G-cnox^al)  Regulations ,  1959 
No.  of  ’dealers'  subject  to  registration  by  the 


District  Council  . . 8 

No.  of  'dairies'  in  the  district  subject  to 

registration .  Nil 

No.  of  'distributors'  subject  to  registration..  1 

Samples 


No.  of  samples  of  milk  taken  and  submitted  for  examination  during 
the  year: - 


Passed 

Failed 

Total 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Accredited 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Pasteurised 

6 

Nil 

6 

Milk  &  Dairies  (G-eneral) 

Regulations,  1939  - 

Regulation 

19-20 

No  action  was  called  for 

or  taken  during  the 

year. 

2 •  Other  Food  Promises 

(a)  Food  Hygiene  (Oeneral)  Regulations,  I960 

Details  of  food  premises  subject  to  the  above,  grouped  in 


categories  of  trade 

carried  on  in 

them,  and  including  the 

following 

information  for  each 

category  separately:- 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No. of 

No. of. 

Premises 

Premises 

Premises 

Premises 

fitted  to 

to  which 

fitted  to 

comply  with 

Reg.  19 

comply  with 

Reg.l6 

applies 

Reg. 19 

Hotels 

3 

3 

5 

5 

Cafes 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Public  Houses 

9 

9 

Q 

j 

9 

Clubs 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Church  Halls 

3 

3 

3 

3 

6. 

(contd. ) 

2.  OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES  -  continued 

( a )  Fo  o d  Hygiene  ( Gen .eral)  Regulations  ,  i960  ( cont_d. 
Trade 


Canteens  -  Schools 
Confectioners 
Meat  and  Fish 
Grocers 
Mixed  Stores 
Boarding  Schools 
Food  Factories 
Others 


No.  of  such  premises  inspected  during  the  year .  49 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out  . .  82 


(b)  No.  of  food  premises  subject  to  registEstion  under  Section  16 
of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955,  in  respect  of:- 


(i)  Ice  Cream . . . . .  17 

(ii)  Sausages  &  Prepared  Meats  .  2 

(iii)  Fish  and  Chips  . . . . .  2 

No.  of  samples  of  ico  cream  submitted  for  Methylene  Blue 
Test  . . . . . . . .  Nil 


(c)  The  disposal  of  condemned  food  is  carried  out  by  digesters  at 
the  R.D.C.  slaughterhouses. 

Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  or  knackers  yards  in  the 
Borough. 


No. of  No. of  No. of 

Premises  Premises  Premises 

fitted  to  to  which 

comply  with  Reg. 19 
Reg.  16  applies 


No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 


Reg. 


19 


5 

4 

5 
4 
4 
3 
2 

6 


5 

4 

5 
4 
4 
3 
2 

6 


5 

4 

5 
4 
4 
3 
2 

6 


5 

4 

5 
4 
4 
3 
2 

6 


Condemned  Food 

The  following  quantities  of  food  were  condemned  during  the  year 


56  lbs.  Leg  of  Mutton 
72  lbs.  Chicken 
47  lbs.  Stewing  Steak 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECT: 


CARRIED  OUT 


Total  No;  of  inspections  (under  all  headings) 

Total  No.  of  informal  notices  served  . 

Total  No  .  of  informal  notices  complied  with 
Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  served 
Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with 
No.  of  prosecutions  . . 


289 

42 

38 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


ANY  OTHER  MATTERS 


The  most  significant  event  of  the  year  was  the  commencement 
of  work  on  the  construction  of  the  Town's  first  sewerage  treatment 
works . 
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